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South Hempstead Fire District  
Board of Fire Commissioners Meeting Minutes  

 
Meeting called to order on December 9, 2024 at 17:30 
 
 
Presiding:         Vice Chairman Peter Bové     
       
In Attendance:  Chairman Thomas Maher (excused) 

Commissioner  Michael DellaRocca 
Commissioner  Frank Russo (excused)       Chief Joe Sadler  

   Commissioner Anthony DePellegrin        Asst. Chief Chuck Sadler  
Secretary/ Treasurer Jessica Occhiuto 

    
    
    
Presentation of 2025 Insurance by James Small from Hometown. 
 
A motion was made by Commissioner Bove, seconded by Commissioner DePellegrin to accept 
the previous month’s minutes.  All in favor. Motion carried. 
 
 
Chief’s Report was read and reviewed.  
 
Discussion regarding the following:  

• Members 
• PCRs 
• Equipment 
• Thermal Imaging Camera-need more details  

 
Approved the following Requests:  
N/R 
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Chief’s Report:        
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Commissioner Maher  
743A (1999 Ford) 



 
BOFC Meeting December 09, 2024  
   

• Delivered ambulance to PA 
• Received check for 20K 
• Will drop off plates to DMV  

o Jessica will then remove from insurance once completed 
 
Department 

• Swearing in of new officers will be January 3rd @7pm 
 
743 (2022 Ford) 

• We had an electrical issue 
o Brought to specialty to be fixed, 12volt outlet was blown along with board 
o Stretcher stopped self-charging 

 
 
Commissioner Bové  
Specialty 

• Warranty on 743 
o Stryker said it is out of warranty 
o Specialty advised they added a contract to extend warranty-waiting for them to confirm 

 
Grant 

• DASNY will be opening a grant in 2025 that might help with roof reimbursement 
o Will assist if needed 

 
Thank you all for my time here as Commissioner.  It has been a pleasure 
 
 
Commissioner DellaRocca  
Truck Report 
7400--’16 Durango- N/R 
7401--‘12 Tahoe- N/R 
741--’17 Rosenbauer- N/R 
742--’10 Pierce- water gauge panel isn’t reading correctly 
743--’22 Ford- N/R 
743A--‘10 PL- N/R 
7499--’07 Durango- N/R  
7415--’05 Tahoe- N/R 
7412--’07 Tahoe- N/R 
7410--’99 Ford Van- N/R 
 
Blue Work Shirts 

• I like the sample work shirts from ERP (Dickies) 
o Request a quote 

Commissioner Russo 
• See attached report 

 
Rec Room 
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• Skylight possibly leaking 
o Need to take down ceiling to tell 

 
Commissioner DePellegrin 
Co2 Meters 

• Will contact Joe Beltrani this week  
 
EMS Billing 

• Will present Commissioner Russo’s questions to Proclaim 
o Will also set up another call with Proclaim so new Commissioner can get up to speed 

and address ALL questions 
 

Flir Charger 
• Please order a replacement  

 
Secretary 

• I think Jessica is doing a great job and would like to increase her secretary’s salary $2.00 per 
hour ($38.02) 

 
Motion made by Commissioner DePellegrin, seconded by Commissioner DellaRocca, to increase 
the secretary’s salary $2.00 per hour, effective 1/1/25.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
Custodian’s Report  

• N/R 
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Medical Officer’s Report     

 
Secretary’s Report:  
BOFC 
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• Organizational meeting, Friday January 3 at 6:30pm 
o Newsday was notified on 12/4/24 

• Next meeting, January 13, 2025 at 5:30pm 
 
Personal 

• Taking off December 12th, December 23-26, 30-31st 
• Request to move sick/vacation and comp time to 2025 

 
Motion made by Commissioner DellaRocca, seconded by Commissioner DePellegrin to allow 
Secretary to carried over, sick, vacation and comp time.  All in favor. Motion carried. 
 
EMS Requests 

• All November requests from EMS were ordered and received 
 

Commissioner Elections  
• Registry Meeting was 11/26  
• December 10th from 6-9pm 

 
R&R Trophies 

• Will place orders for new commissioner/officer’s name plates, desk plates and badges 
 
ADEPT 

• Will reach out in January and setup new commissioners IT access  
 

FASNY 
• Renewal Received 

o $510 for 2025 
 

Motion made by Commissioner Bove, seconded by Commissioner DePellegrin to renew our 
FASNY membership for 2025.  All in favor. Motion carried. 
 
SCM 

• 2025 Renewal 
o $7,696 for 2025 SCM/FRS annual maintenance contract 
 

Motion made by Commissioner DellaRocca, seconded by Commissioner DePellegrin to renew 
our SCM contract for 2025.  All in favor. Motion carried. 
 
 
 
Liberty 

• Reached out to find out what kind of pipe material  
o Confirmed it was cooper and they updated our records 
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CFM 
• Engagement letter for 2024 audit reviewed  

 
Motion made by Commissioner DellaRocca seconded by Commissioner Bove, to accept our 2024 
engagement letter from Craig, Fitzsimmons, and Meyer. All in favor. Motion Carried 
 
Mayday Communications 

• Renewal for 2025 $1300 for 4 channels of Verint logging recorder 
• Not legally obligated to record 

o Board would like me to reach out to Commpath and see if recording is an option on new 
Avaya phone system and Mayday to reduce channels from 4 to 1. 

 
Multimedia Communications 

• B Heinz’s pager came back from Motorola 
o Lt DePellegrin confirmed its working, put back in inventory 

• W Koren’s pager sent out for repair, 12/5/24 
o Not vibrating 

 
Firematic 

• Foam was ordered per the Chief’s November request 
 
Pesh Training 

• January 23 @ Copiague FD 
o Sent to Chief and Capt. McEvoy 

 
Installation Dinner 

• Working on invitations 
o Need to be ordered by beginning of January 

 
Medical 

• Versed was ordered and received 
• Fentanyl order was placed with Boundtree and sent DEA 222 form without tracking in error.  

The DEA form was never received.  Spoke with D Neubert he advised we should open an 
account with Savelives to have another place to order narcotics from 

o Sent paperwork to Savelives  

 
AFDSNY 

• Coffee with Commissioners 12/14/24 @9am 

Treasurer’s Report: 
Flushing 

• Deposited check for sale of 99 Ford (743A) 
o 12/5/24 $20,000 
o Kyle advised to hold money in GF until broker invoice is received and the audit is 

complete 
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• Interest rate dropped to 4.25% from 4.5% 
• Discussion regarding money transfers from General Fund to Reserve accounts 

For 2023/2024 the transfers are as follows: 

• GF to A&E $70,000 
• GF to B&G $138,541 
• A&E owes GF $1,099.96 

 
Motion made by Commissioner DellaRocca, seconded by Commissioner Bove, to move $70,000 
from our General Fund account (ending 4512) to our Apparatus and Equipment account (ending 
in 4554). All in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion made by Commissioner DellaRocca, seconded by Commissioner Bove, to move $138,541 
from our General Fund account (ending 4512) to our Buildings and Grounds account (ending in 
4538). All in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion made by Commissioner DellaRocca, seconded by Commissioner Bove, to move $1,099.96 
from our Apparatus and Equipment account (ending in 4554) General Fund account (ending 
4512). All in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
QuickBooks 

• Payroll increase to $850 from $650 
o Kyles office is looking into other options 

 Advised it would auto renew on 1/7/25 
 
All accounts were reconciled as of 12/09/2024 and the total in checking and savings is $1,496,606.05. 
     
See attached unpaid bills detail; check detail; balance sheet; and profit & loss budget vs. actual. 
 
Motion made by Commissioner DellaRocca seconded by Commissioner Bove to pay all  
bills.  All in favor.  Motion Carried.  
 
A motion was made by Commissioner Bove seconded by Commissioner DellaRocca to adjourn 
the meeting.  Meeting adjourned at 20:39. 
 
 
              

 
Sorry I could not make the meeting and I would just like to point put some key points I found in the paperwork 
from Proclaim-  

1- Our Fire Dept are volunteers and we do this for free and the State has always given us more than 
enough in tax revenues for our needs. Why now, just because we can?  
2- It will inflate insurance rates for our constituents, and put undue stress on those who already cant 
afford medical. 
3- I also firmly believe that this is a ploy by the State so in the future they can lower our tax money they 
give us, while still collecting the same from the residents. 
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4- I also think we need something in writing, prior to start that states what exactly will happen if this 
company “Proclaim” does not do what it says and go beyond the scope pf the police. IE Keeps going after 
someone and we get notified. They’re fired?? 

5- Need something in writing that states how long we will do this “trial Run”, even if the state expands pilot 
project. And at that time, we will review everything and see if we still want to proceed with the billing. 

6- Who is doing the agreement between SHFD and District, as indicated by JOE FRANK? 
7- I have reached out to Baldwin FD to see how they are doing it.. They do have one dedicated person (EMS 

Coordinator) doing it (not the district secretary,) as well as their Treasurer which, they stated ads about 2 
hours’ worth of work to their treasurer weekly.  

8- I would also like to make the motion that ONE Commissioner be responsible for handling all the PROCLAIM 
issues and phone calls to constituents and not the Secretary, as again this is not the original job speck, and 
we need an Official person to be responsible for any issues.  

Please see below of things I think should be clarified or discussed prior to voting on doing this, 

Refer to the Ambulance Billing and Financial Hardship Police “MODEL” I have highlighted discussion points. 

Page 1- Letter A- will we have a guideline established by US?? I know its not the “lawyer” said we can use 
theirs but will we and should we? 

Page 1- Letter B- Does this mean, RESIDENTS WILL or WILL NOT be billed a deductible, because it says it 
will be waived bit than they tell the Insurance company IT WILL be billed to the patient. NON RESIDENTS 
WILL BE BILLED A DEDUCTIBLE… IS THAT FAIR?? How do we prove it,  

Page 1 – Letter C- Bad Debt??? Against the patient? Or just written off? 

Page 2- Letter D- Who is the Payer?? I am assuming the payer is the insurance company? Please clarify 

Page 2-Letter E-  Financial hardship- This goes direct against what they said in Page 1- A. now they are 
making the patients “Prove” financial hardship for their transport charge by filling out a hardship waiver? If 
they are doing “Soft billing” than why even this?? 

Page 3- Collection Agencies. I Am understanding this that if the check goes directly to the patient and the 
patient does not pay “proclaim” they will send it to collection’s? This is ok, if this is the ONLY TIME 
something will go to collections. But will WE STILL BE Responsible for the percentage of the $ to 
proclaim?? 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Frank Russo, Commissioner SHFD 
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